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SAMANTHA WILSON stands with the Cessna Caravan owned by Martinaire that she flles five nights a week out of Hugo
hauling packages for UPS. Wilson stops in McAlester before arriving in Tulza then makes the trip back in the early moming.

Samantha Wilson takes to the skies hauling packages to and from Hugo

By Amber Hanneken
Stall Wniter

Five nights & week Samantha Wil-
son doesn't work. Well, technically she
does, but she would never call it that

“People sav, | have to get up and go
toowork,” | never go to work | just have
anch a good time,” she sand

Wilson began working for Martinaire
in Febmuary, She flies a Cessna Caravan
from Hugo to MeAlester to Tulsa and
then back, hanling freight for LIPS,

“This is the most Tun I've had ving
an airplane amd getting paid for it [0
ol o pob, that's the best part about it,”
Wilson said

Oia tyvpical night, Wilson arrvives af
the Stan Stamper Municipal Airport af
G823 pin. — ai bour belore her sched-
uled depariure — aind waits for the UPS
driver to bring the Freight. I the driver is
early, she leaves early too, Iin MeAlester
she picks up more packages and then
Mies 1o Tulsa, where she is scheduled 1o
arrive by B.40 pom.

Ultimadely, her night emds ot the
Fadisson in Tulsa where she has a room
all ber own, courtesy of the airline. Her
day begins again at 330 am. when she
calls the airpont o see il the UPS jet has
amived =0 she can lowd up packages
for Hugo and MceAlester, On Saturday
morning, her route also goes o And-
More

Her davs are spenl in Huge where
she has enjoved the Choctaw County

Library, visited The Frsco Depot Mu-
seum, the Endangered Ark, Hugo Lake
amd even taken in a circus performance

SAMANTHA WILSOM demanstrales
her view from the pilot's seaf.

O the weekends she olten fimds hersell

inn Crallas biit also sometimes lies home
o her prmary residence o Davioda
Beach, Fla.

Wilson was bom in Loadon but she
grew up in Westchester Connty, MY, a
suburby of Mew York Ciry. She moved
o Washingion, D)C at 16 o attend
Creorgetown University and lived there

for 18 years

After college, Wilson bocame a flight
attendant for Delta Airlines where the
travel bug hit her

“1 had the opporunity 1o get on Delta
flights deeply, deeply, deeply discount-
ed and | was most likely Delta’s most
million miler,” Wilson said, “I just few
wherever | could possibly go. Days off
I was out the door. Even when | had just
a dav off, I'd sometimes just jump on
the Delta shuttle and go o New York
because my mother and sister were liv-
ing there at the ume.

Wilzon mapored in languages in ool-
lege and working Tor aidines allowed
her to utilize them in different places.
Alihough she claims she is less Huent
these davs, at one poiint she could flu-
cotly speak Spanish and French and
dabbled in Gernman and Talian.

She gola job as a Hight attendant for
Ulnited after five vears with Delta, She
worked For them for 12 vears, first out
of Washington, DO, and then out of Mi-
ami. While there, she worked on flights
eoing 1o South America Eveniually,
Wilson decided she wanted 1o mmove out
of the cabdin amd inio the cockpit as a pi-
ot She ook a four-vear voluntary Tae-
Iouigh, at which time she atended Tight
st

T went to o in Daviona Beach
called Phoesix East, aind [ went o aiwth-
er one i Daviosa called Cloud Dancer.
I alsowas in Mew York al Amernican Flv-

Sec Samantha Wilson, page 7

Boys & Girls
Club to have
golf program

By Joanne Webster
Contributing Writer

HUGD — Guoest speaker
Jim Schutis engaged a group
of 14 present [or the about
implementing a Boys & Garls
Club goll program. Eguipment
donations will be sought 1o
begin in June.

The "It Just Takes One
Campaign”™ kick ofT was a ma-
jor tapic for the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Choctaw Counly's
rescheduled board and buld-
ing committes meeting Thurs-
dd:. Al the campaign |.'Id.|.f'|"| iy
mark, the group continues Lo
work om the projects leading
up W0 community-wide in-
volvemenl. The official kick
ol 18 planned [or the May 20
meeting. Hogo Hhgh student
and 'l"L:-ulh of the Year repre-
senfative [or the clubs, Pres-
ton Wells 15 working on a Web
presentation.

The local Americorps Vista
stafl position 15 now open. [t
15 advertised both locally and
nationally. The position will
contain duties that contrbute
o the many Tacets of sustoim-
ability for the club.

The Rosewood Bowvs &
Girls Club closing brought dis-
cussion om all of the avenues
which have been and could be
pursued on the club’s behall.
The club had been running on
reserves since January in onder
o bring it 1o where the group
could be incorporated nto the
expanded location.

Board member  Darnell
Shanklin was awarded two
honors recently: Red River
Walley Coach of the Year and
Region Six Coach of the Year.

Board President Chns Scott
reporied on the growth of the
boskethall  program  within
four vears. Plagues and phaoto
books will g0 ol o the sup-
porters this week,

This week, and through-
oul May, club directors have
sel apponiments with Wwwns
seeking  club  information.
These melude Durant, Bo-
swell, Antllers and ldabel.

Executive Director Henry
Shaw reported on the end of
March balance for the Choe-
taw County club which was
at $29 000 with deposits from
the Oklahoma Allunce of
Bovs & Girls Clubs and two
olther deposits o be made.
Apnl reporting was delayed
die o [y season.

Mike Wallace to display the Choctaw Casino Resort’s |DQD at Talladega

DURANT

— The thnll. The

Wallace has accumulated more

competiion, The Mative Amencan
names, Choctaw and Talladega seem
made for each other.

The Choctaw Mation of Oklaho-
ma has partnercd with JD Motors-
ports for a primary sponsorship of
the Mo, (M Choctaw Casing Eesort
Chevrolet Impala 55 in the Apnl 24
Aagron’s 312 MASCARE Mationwide
Series race al the Talladega Super
Specdway, The Noo 01 car, driven
by veteran racer Mike Wallace, rep-
resented Choctaw this past Monday
at Texas Motor Speedway.

“We are elated that Choctaw Ca-
sino Fesort rc:vl.,:'rj._hniﬂ.,d the potential
in working with ws,” said Johnny
Davis, gn::m:ml manager of JD Mo
torsports. “We will do our best 1o
reward their belief in Mike and the
team with a greal effort at Tallade-
E}J..

than &0 carcer wing and hopes 1o
add ancther this weekend  under
Choctaw’s sponsorship. In order to
do so, however, he must beat out his
doughter. Chnssy Wallace, the first
Ffemale dnver 1o ever win at Hickory
Motor Speedway, will race against
her dad in Talladega as well, adding
an interesting touch of drama to the
event.

The Choctaw Mation expressed
pride in supporting JI Motorsports
and the Mationwide Senes. Choc-
taw’s logo, emblazoned on the No.
01 vehicle, reminds racing fans of
the recently opencd Choctaw Casino
Fesont in Durant, Okla, Billed as the
state's newest premium destination,
Choctaw now offers guests 110,000
square feet of gaming space, hotel
suiles, g pool, a fitness cenler, A spa
and remarkable restaurants.

Cormbutad Pholo

VETERAN RACER MIKE WALLACE will drive the Mo, 01 Choctaw Casing Hesorl
Chevrobe! Impala 55 in the April 24 Aaron’s 312 NASCAR Mationwide Series at Tal-
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Samantha Wilson ...

Continued from Page 1

ers aned was in Maryland

kind of just a mish mash of

places.” she saad T finally
gol it done. It ook me five
WETS 0 Sl iy privabe just
becase 1 couldn’t get the
time off and enough mon-
ey al the same time.”
Commercially, she be-

gan fving in 2004 oul of

MNantucket, Mass, for a
charer mrdme that often

wen 1o her home conmnty
ol Westchester 1 New
Yok amd o Boston, She
also was fight imstructor
while there, After that, she
Mew freight from Humns
ville, Ala. 0 Loansville,
Koy., smilarly @ her cur-
rent job in Huogoo How-
ever, low pay consed e
i again return o the life of
a flight attendant on Delta

for 24 momihs belore being
hired by Martinaime

Trvel 15, of course,
Wilsons favonte  hoblny
She’s been all over Eu-
o, on salan in Adfrnica,
to South Amenca, o Asia
and throughout the United
States. She also engoys
scuba diving, horsehack
riding and amateur phe
tography.



