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Swink School converts to four-day school week

By Amber Hanneken
Staff Wniter

SWINK — Four-day school week
— lor some students going ack 1o
school this week those woads soumd
like a dream, but in the small town of
Swink, nestled between Fort Towson
and Valliant, it is a reality.

Students in the first through cighth
orades at Swink School — a kin-
dergarten through eighth grade de-
pendent school — will be attending
classes from 8 am. until 4 p.m Mon-
day through Thursday, On Fridays,
the school 15 teaming up with the
Bows and Girls Club in Hugo for an
optional activities day called Ennch-
ment.

State law recently  changed  Tor
public schools 10 an hours per vear
requirement instead of a days per
vear requirement. Some schools have
added 1010 15 minutes o their school
days in order o get outa few days car-
lier in the summer, but administraions
at Swink saw a different opportunity.

*{We decided) to get more on task
instructional tme with our kids with-
out short changing them a ficld tip
or an educational opporiunity like a
small school typecally has,™ Superin-
tendent Ed Kennedy said. “(The new
requirements} gave us the opporiunity
ter 2o with four days of instructional
tme and extend that tme o meet the
state requirements, then move our
elecuves, ennchment acuvities amd

fun things o Fridays where they don’t
cut into instruction.”

Because of the extra hour of in-
struction Monday through Thursday,
Fridays will be an optional &y o
stndents. Kennedy thinks that most
students, especially the vounger ones,
will attend Frday Enrichment for a
number of reasons. Parents who work
will nod have o find another child
care alternative as Fndavs operate
ke a nowmal school day including
bus transportation and lunch, Kenne-
dy said the activities are also going to
be Nun and interesting so that students
will want o attend.

“What we're finding is that the
kids are making comments ke, *this
soumeds fun, this sounds neat,” and I'm
talking about the odder kids,” Kennedy
sand. *1"ve hael three or four different
older kids ... that came up to me and
made comments about being excited
about the Ennichment on Fridays.™

The wdea for the change in sched-
ule came o a head ot the June board
mecting alter Kennedy and the previ-
ous superintendent Mark Bush, now
retived, had discussed the idea.

“We threw the proposal on the
table. The board was interested and
asked vs wo do a parent focus group,”
Kennedy said. *We first met with the
teachers to make sure that they were
supportive of it; we then had a par-
enl focus group. Some parenls came
in and we discussed it with them and
with some students and then started
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one, Kennedy sad, By
partnering, the school
and the non-profit club
can apply lor vanous
grants.

“It opens up a lod of
grant opporiunibies for
us that otherwise they
would have o apply
for individually or we
wiould have w apply Tor
individually,™ he said.
“And grant agencies for
the federal government
really love to see part-
nerships and successiul
partnerships because
it lets them know the
money 15 going further
than just one organiza-
tion,™

This Friday, students
will be spending the day
at the club.

“They will be able o
play at the computers; do
the educational games
through there and use
the Internet. They'll be
able to play in the game
room, which has got the
pod tables and the air
hockey table,” said Su-
san Tate, who serves as
activities director for the
Friday Enrichment pro-
gram and a teacher. *I's
stulT that they would not
have the option to do at
school, so that's a big
thing for them.™

Next  PFnday, they
have planned a Hawal-
ian luau at the school
with waler games and
refreshments, Tale sud
that although the activi-
tes are fun, they also
hope to teach the stu-
dents something.

“We can talk about
where a luau is usually
held,” she said. *That
gives them some educa-
tion that they might not
have gotien otherwise.
We e also taking them
o the Choctaw County
Fair on Sept. 11, we're
taking them to the Deer
Festival the second week
in October and we're
going o the Oklahoma
City Expo one Friday.™

The students will be
able 10 participate in
programs  through  the
Boyvs and Gars Club
and once the new build-
ing and swimming pool
15 installed, they'll be
able w use those facili-
nes. Because Swink 1s
the only school going
tor the four-day a week
schedule, the group will
be waking advantage of
the facilities when they
are otherwise not being
used since other chil-
dren will be in school,

“One of the things
we're exciled about in
expanding out o Swink
15 o bning those kids
in to participate in the
swimming pood,  par-
tcipate in the club, even
extending some of our
proven Boys and Garls
Club programs tothem, ™
Bowys and Girls Club Di-
rector Brad Greer said.

Cither  schools  are
imterested o see how
Swink's method  will
play out 1o possibly in-
corporate it into their
curmiculums in the fu-
ture,

“A lot of people don’t
know where Swink s,
but a lot of people are
starting to look and ask
questions and find out,”
Kennedy sad. “We re-
ally have people at the
state  department  level
and  superintendents
from around the state that
are looking and wanting
1o know what's going 1o
happen ... sowhat 111 do
alter we make this vear
work, we'll have all of
our teachers  consull
with the school districts
and help them figure oul
a way that they cando a
four-day school week as
well.”

Pre-Kindergarien stu-
dents and kKinderganen-
ers will continue an 8
am. to 2:45 pm. five-
day school week.

“They’ll be continu-
ing to stay five days a
week because that lon-
ger day is a lot to ask of
a 3-, 4 or S-year-old,”
Tate sad.

For the  kindergar-
ten or pre-kindergarten
student who needs 1o
walt until 4 p.m. for an
odder sibling or ride, an
alter school program 18
available that includes
snacks.

“As a school admin-
istmtor there are many
rules and regulations Lo
follow and many poli-
cies o set,” Kennedy
sard. “In the end, how-
ever, | will always do
what [ feel is in the best
mnterest of that particular
child at that moment in
their lives. | think this is
in keeping with the spir-
it of Swink Schools and
what Mr. Bush and his
faculty have established
i recent years, At this
point, we Teel the Tour-
day school week is in
the best interest of our
children and our com-
mumnity.”
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STUDENTS AT SWINK SCHOOL work in the new computer lab on the first day of
classes, Wednesday. The school recently converted io a four-day 8 am. 1o 4 p.m.
school week 1o give students more instructional time. Fridays are optional but in-
clude enrichment activities. Pictured: Joey Smith, Mathan Jennings, Chas Tillman,
Dasting Whnn, Jerilynn Basking, Chance Donaldson, Shana Ball, Kaylea Abbott and

Summer Smith.

talking to other school administrators
across the state,™

Kennedy said that the teachers are
excited for the change because they
will get more instruction time with
their students where in the past les-
sons could be cut short, now there
will be room for more project-based
leaming. He compared it 1o the block-
scheduling model that some schools
are converting o around the coun-
try where classes are alternated each

day m order o get larger blocks of

time for cach subject. Though some

parents were resistant 1o the idea at
first, after explaiming that the changes
would give students more instruction
time and they would nat have o make
special armangements on Fridays, they
were also excited.

After getting the go ahead from
the school board, teachers and com-
munity, Kennedy approached  the
Bovs and Girls Club for help because
they couldn't do it all on their own,
The partnership with the Boys and
Girls Club 15 a mutually beneficial
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